
Is there a surviving spouse or civil 
partner who survived the deceased for 

at least 28 days

Are there living issue?

Are there living parents?

Are there living brothers 
and sisters of the whole 

blood or their issue?

Are there living brothers 
and sisters of the half 
blood or their issue?

Are there living
Grandparents?

Are there living Uncles or 
Aunts  of the whole blood 

or their issue?

Are there living Uncles or 
Aunts of the half blood or 

their issue?

Estate shared equally 
between children 

(including adopted 
children, but not step 

children) or their issue, 
in equal shares, if any 

gift fails.

Estate shared equally 
between the living 

whole blood siblings or 
their issue if any  gift 

fails.

Estate shared equally 
between the living 

parents.

Estate shared equally 
between the living half 
blood siblings or their 
issue if any gift fails.

Estate shared equally 
between the living 

Grandparents.

Estate shared equally 
between the living 

whole blood Uncles 
and Aunts or their 

issue if any gift fails.

Estate shared equally 
between the living half 

blood Uncles and 
Aunts or their issue if 

any gift fails.

NO

Y

N

Y

N

N

Y

Y

N

N

Y

Y

N

Are there living issue?

Spouse (civil partner) 
receives the personal 

chattels plus the 
Statutory Legacy of 

£250,000 plus half of 
the residue. Issue 

receive remaining half 
residue in equal 

shares at 18 or when 
married.

Spouse (Civil Partner) 
receives the whole  

estate.

YES

Y

N

Y All to the 
Government! 

N

DEFINITIONS:
ISSUE - includes all children and adopted children 
(but not step-children), grandchildren and great-
grandchildren
LIFE INTEREST - only the income can be taken; 
the capital cannot be touched
SPOUSE - is limited to husband / wife / civil
partners - does not extend to cohabitees
WHOLE BLOOD - full blood relative
HALF BLOOD - share at least one same parent
PERSONAL CHATTELS - tangible movable 
property, other than any such property which
a) consists of money or securities for money, or 
b) was used at the death of the intestate solely or 
mainly for business purposes, or 
c) was held at the death of the intestate solely as 
an investment:
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